LAP E Bulletin 2018

Date: 28/07/2018

World Hepatitis Day (28th July) & ORS Day (29th July)
Is it a mere coincidence?
Both diarrhoea and hepatitis (A&E) are food and water borne disease ; both have significant
effect on overall health and nutrition of children and both may have high morbidity and
mortality if not treated according to guidelines. Hepatitis Band C are spread through blood
contact but have similar presentation and also can be proceed to chronic phase. So is it a
mere coincidence that both disease of significant public health importance are celebrated
next to each other? Answer, yes it is a coincidence but as paediatricians we should use this
opportunity to make our children and parents aware about safe and healthy habits to prevent
both diarrhoea and jaundice. Moreover “Immunisation has led to a 20-fold reduction in
hepatitis B cases in 150 countries of the world where infants are routinely given the vaccine,

World Hepatitis Day provides an opportunity to focus on actions such as:





Raising awareness of the different forms of hepatitis and how they are transmitted;
Strengthening prevention, screening and control of viral hepatitis and its related
diseases;
Increasing hepatitis B vaccine coverage and integration into national immunization
programmes; and
Coordinating a global response to hepatitis.

Using this platform we would like to make a sincere appeal to the Indian Academy of
Pedaitrics that World Hepatitis Day should also be celebrated with zeal and enthusiasm as
we paediatricians can play a vital role in cutting down the overall morbidly and mortality rate
caused by hepatitis.
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Stamp Campaign in LAP ORS week 2018 for dissemination of information

